
WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS IN SCIENCE

WES is a nationwide university network for female students, employees and gra-
duates. We support women on their start-up journey and create a network in which 
female founders can realize their full potential. We specifically address different 
target groups – from university employees in start-up centres to experienced 
female founders and successors. Through this holistic approach, our interdisci-
plinary team is driving change towards an equal start-up ecosystem at all levels.

Train-the-trainer program: In practical training courses, we strengthen the 

gender competence of start-up consultants and provide specific tools for a 

gender-sensitive approach.

Tangible personae: Tangible personae are used to introduce the target 

group of female students and graduates to the university staff at the  

start-up centers.

Online Learning Track: Our digital learning programme provides start-up-

relevant knowledge for female founders, from start-ups to succession – 

flexible, low-threshold and location-independent.

Mentoring program: We use AI-supported matching to bring prospective 

and experienced female founders together in a targeted manner – tailored 

to the desired circumstances and individual challenges.

Database: The database makes (female) role models, (female) investors and 

networks visible and accessible. It specifically promotes access to capital and 

increases the representation of women in committees, juries and on stages.

Scaling & internationalization: We create structures to support female 

founders in the expansion of their business models – through international 

networks and specialized formats.



Women face various structural barriers in the start-up ecosystem, which is why 
the proportion of start-ups founded by women in Germany is only 18.8 percent. 
Although support programs for (prospective) female founders have grown re-
cently, there is still untapped potential – both economically and socially. In the 
past few years, WES has already provided targeted impulses, reached numerous 
female founders and established sustainable structures:

Women Entrepreneurs in Science

wes@wiwi.uni-wuppertal.de

www.wes.uni-wuppertal.de
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